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The Montana Preserva-
tion Alliance (MPA) is 
excited to announce the 
launch of a new  
heritage resource, The 
Path Less Traveled: 
Guide to Montana’s 
Hidden Rural Heritage, 
now online at  

PreserveMontana.org/PathLessTraveled.
This online guide uses familiar Google maps 

to give casual day trippers or diehard back-road 
junkies the keys to discovering the history of 
more than 100 off-the-beaten-path historic sites 
nestled into the hillsides, mountains, and beauti-
ful prairies of the Treasure State. The Path Less 
Traveled website invites adventurous, think-
outside-the-box travelers who want to get away 
from crowded tourist towns and tacky t-shirt 
shops, to experience an unspoiled part of the 
West where their hard-earned dollars and pre-
cious vacation hours will be well spent making 
genuine Montana memories.

The guide takes you down Montana’s open 
country roads to find everything from high 
mountain ghost towns and forest lookout towers 
to small town saloons, schools, churches, ranger 
stations, and post-World War II landmarks. 
Though the focus is rural and off-the-beaten-path, 
travelers will be surprised to find many hidden 
gems within an hour of Montana’s six major cities 
and two National Parks. Photographs and brief 
histories for each property capture colorful facets 
of Montana history, while additional “Sources” 
and “Links” help guide avid history buffs to fur-
ther reading.  

The Path Less Traveled guide is a compan-
ion and extension of MPA’s Path Less Traveled: 
Montana Preservation Road Show – a traveling 
preservation conference that brings attention 
to rural heritage and historic places that tell an 

unending story of Montana. The Road Show and 
the website are a partnership between MPA and 
the U.S. Forest Service’s Region One Heritage 
Stewardship program and the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities. The website began in 
2016 as a project to memorialize the 50th Anni-
versary of the National Historic Preservation Act 
and to celebrate Montana’s many rural National 
Register-listed properties.

Throughout 2019 and beyond, we will con-
tinue to add signature places to the guide. If you 
don’t see your favorite place on the site now, stay 
tuned . . .

From The Mountains to The Prairies . . . 
 The Path Less Traveled Guide Lets You Fall In Love With Montana All Over Again.
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Preservation Is For Everyone

After much positive feedback, the MPA will bring the Hidden Helena Tour back not once in 
2019, but twice!  Coming this spring, a new round of downtown buildings will be featured in a 
self-guided evening tour.  Once again, we will offer insight into beloved historic structures and a 
behind the scenes look at prestigious buildings like the Power Block and the Montana Club, while 
also allowing often overlooked properties to shine.  Our spring tour will feature a number of fan 
favorites from the fall 2018 tour along with a sampler of new hidden gems. 
The MPA is also excited to announce an additional tour of hidden rural sites in the fall, highlight-
ing sites on the outskirts of town, the valley, and north Lewis & Clark County. History buffs who 
purchase tickets for both tours as a package deal will receive a discounted rate, and those who 
volunteer to help will gain free admission. Tickets for both tours will be on sale March 1st.
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Hidden Helena Returns 
April 11th, 2019

This year MPA will  offer a range of tours and projects that give people a chance to experience 
Montana on foot, on-site, on-line or in a classroom. Its part of our ever expanding work to build 
Montana’s heritage tourism appeal, and share the best of historic Big Sky country with everyone. 
In 2019 the MPA will assisting in the preservation of special places from historic Fort Connah (the 
oldest of them all) to the Paradise School, Augusta’s Kenck Blacksmith Shop, the East Helena Fire 
Hall, and more.  Whether it’s an art center, bicycle touring facilities, rural lodgings or a community 
space, reuse of buildings such as these is a recipe for community-building.  Heritage tourism and 
historic preservation go hand in hand, and in the end, make our towns more inviting while bolster-
ing the local economy. And just like any business, the more we invest as a state in the health and 
vitality of historic sites that draw people and keep them coming back, the more return we will see to 
our local and state economies.

The 66th session of the Montana Legislature has begun, and among the many hundreds of bills drafted, HB 144 sponsored 
by Rep. Alan Redfield (R, Livingston) raises red flags. HB144 seeks to repeal many state tax credits including the credit for  
preservation of historic properties. 

Preservation tax credits assist owners and developers willing to take on challenging historic properties. Montana’s credit adds 5% 
to the 20% federal historic tax credit (for a total 25%) for rehabilitation of historic properties, making it possible to bring back out-
standing buildings such as the Grand Union in Fort Benton, the Arvon Block in Great Falls, and the Sears Building in Butte. In all, 
Montana has seen 75 buildings rehabbed since 1990, creating over 1,500 jobs, increasing property values, leveraging over $73 million 
in private investment and boosting the local tax base. Projects currently underway in hopeful communities include Roundup Cen-
tral School, Lewistown Broadway Apartments, Hotel Deer Lodge, Billings Hardware, Lavina Hotel, Townsend Masonic Building,  
Great Falls Rainbow Hotel, and Livingston Memorial Hospital. 

Historic preservation tax credits bridge the gap between what a bank will lend and what a project will cost. Developers and business 
owners rely on this tool to make investments in historic Montana properties viable. In 2017, when Congress proposed to cut the federal 

credit over 200 Montana leaders, property owners and economic development specialists urged our delegation to defend this long-
standing and successful community revitalization tool. In the end, Congress saw such an outpouring of nationwide support for 

the historic credits that they reinstated them in the final bill.
Not all tax credits are created equal – this is one that pays for itself: returning abandoned buildings to the tax 

rolls, and encouraging investors to put their money into downtowns and rural communities. To contact the House Taxa-
tion Committee or your legislator on the importance of this state credit that returns so much to local communities, go to  

https://leg.mt.gov/web-messaging/

- MPA Director, Chere Jiusto

In the News 
HB144: The Elimination of State Tax Credit for Preservation
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The new year has brought another exciting 
partnership for the MPA. Through a gener-
ous grant from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, our staff will partner with our 
friends at the Butte Silver-Bow (BSB) Public 
Archives to complete their series of Butte All 
Nations exhibits. To date, the BSB has reached 
out to 13 ethnic groups that helped shape the history in one 
of Montana’s most beloved cities, discovering cultural mate-
rial and oral history which have been shared with the public at 
their state-of-the-art facility. With only four communities left 
to engage, the MPA will join the BSB to record and digitize 
images of cultural artifacts, family photographs, documents, and 
artwork, along with heritage properties, institutions, and tradi-
tions. Unique workshops held for the Hispanic, Jewish, Finnish, 
and German communities of Butte will teach participants the 
skills they need to properly store, collect, and  document their 
heritage. The workshops will be paired with educational discus-
sions given by scholars in each respective field. To finish off the 
project, each community will be featured in a ten week exhibit 
at the BSB Public Archives.

A New Dance Partner  
MPA joins the Butte Silver-Bow Archives

We Need Your Help! 
This spring the MPA is looking to expand our network of volun-
teers in a variety of ways. Some of the most exciting work that 
happens here is completed by our loyal volunteers. No matter 
your interests or how much time you have to offer, the MPA can 
put you to work preserving Montana history. 

Hidden Helena Volunteers: With the plan for two Hidden 
Helena tours in 2019, the MPA will need a number of people to 
oversee historic sites during the tours. Shifts are limited to one 
or two hours, and volunteers receive a complimentary ticket for 
their efforts. This is a perfect way to lend a hand, and experience 
what Hidden Helena is all about.  

Schoolhouse Field Volunteers: Our Big Sky Schoolhouse 
Survey continues this summer, and the MPA is searching for 
volunteers to help document schoolhouses in the eastern coun-
ties of our state. Because Montana’s eastern counties are sparse-
ly populated there are many miles to cover between schools. If 
you live east of Billings, have a family history, or just a love for 
the high plains of Montana we have a job for you!   

General Volunteers: Helena locals looking for a way to pro-
mote preservation with only a little bit of time have an important 
place in our office. The MPA is deeply in need of volunteers 
willing to come in for a few hours each week to help enter data, 
do research, or help out on restoration projects! After all, moun-
tains are moved one stone at a time.

For more information or to volunteer your time contact Outreach 
Coordinator, Madie Westrom
406-457-2822, madeline@presevemontana.org

The Baxendale School 
1890s to 2019

In 1996 the  
Baxendale School was 
put up for sale by the 
Helena School  
District then moved in 
1997 from its third 
location (the orginal 
townsite of  
Baxendale) to the  
Wassweiler Dinner 
House property.
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Photo of the Baxendale at 
current location on Archie 
Bray Foundation land.

2019 and Beyond
This spring the MPA will be working to secure funds for a 

permanent foundation, interior & exterior restoration, and the 
creation of our new Preserve Montana Training Center. 

Stay Tuned!
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After nearly 15 years working with the MPA to preserve 
and promote historic Montana, Christine Brown, longtime 
Outreach & Education Director, has taken a new position 

with the Montana Historical Society.  She joins their Outreach & 
Interpretation department, where she will write National Register 
Sign text, expand existing outreach efforts, and invent new ways to 
bring placed-based history to the public. Though her energy, cre-
ativity, friendship and passion will be dearly missed, we could not 
be happier for her as she starts this new adventure. Christine will 
only be a few blocks away and we are already looking forward to 
partnering with her in the future. 

Goodbye Christine! 
So Long, Farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, Adieu . . . Join us today! Members receive a one-year subscription to 

our Preserve Montana newsletter, notices of upcoming events, updates 
on statewide preservation issues, and discount admission to the Road 
Show and workshops throughout the year.
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Please make checks payable to: 
Montana Preservation Alliance,  

120 Reeder’s Alley, Helena, MT 59601 
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