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On October 15, 1966, Lyndon Johnson 
signed into law the National Historic  
Preservation Act (NHPA) formally  

recognizing historic  
preservation as an  
important policy of the 
United States. 

The Act laid down our 
nation’s basic tenets on 
why and how we preserve 
historic places and the 
sentiments in the preamble 
still ring true a half century 
later. Today, there are  
literally millions of  
examples of the impact of 
this legislation nationwide. 
The National Register of 
Historic Places includes 
more than 1.7 million 
resources in more than 
89,000 listings, and the 
National Trust for  
Historic Preservation  
identifies an amazing 
15 million active local 
preservationists and 50 
million more individuals 
sympathetic to the cause of 
saving places that matter.

In Montana, we have 28 National Historic 
Landmarks including Uptown Butte and Pompey’s 
Pillar, and about 1,190 individual properties and 
207 historic districts listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places, with 25 to 30 new listings every 
year. Local residents and people from around the 
world visit, enjoy, and boost our economy at places 
like the Grand Union Hotel in Fort Benton, Union 

Pacific Depot in West Yellowstone, Going-to-the-
Sun Road in Glacier National Park, Moss Mansion 
in Billings, Bannack State Park near Dillon, Paris 

Gibson Square in Great Falls, 
and Philipsburg. All these 
treasured places were saved 
thanks in part to the National 
Historic Preservation Act.

MPA Road Show
In June, MPA will gather 

with many friends to celebrate 
Preservation 50 and the  
National Park Service’s 100th 
anniversary during our  
Montana Preservation Road 
Show in Red Lodge. Since 
2012, our award-winning 
conference has blazed new 
pathways with the USDA  
Forest Service Region 1, 
Bureau of Land Management, 
State Historic Preservation 
Office, Humanities Montana, 
and local museums to offer a 
traveling preservation confer-
ence that transports partici-
pants to lesser known, rural 
historic sites, many of which 

have been saved through NHPA activities. 
“By getting people in the field to experience 

history first hand, we all gain a deeper appreciation 
and understanding of the places in our past,” says 
Road Show Director, Christine Brown. “Along 
the way, veteran preservationists, local  historians, 
archeologists, professors, and tribal experts join in 
to provide a well-rounded portrait of the historic 
places that define Montana and her people.” 

(continued on page 3)
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The Congress finds and declares that (a) the spirit and direction of the Nation are 
founded upon and reflected in its historic heritage; (b) the historical and cultural  
foundations of the Nation should be preserved as a living part of our community 
life and development in order to give a sense of orientation to the American people…
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Dear Friends,
This year we celebrate many milestones in the world of heritage and culture: 50 years for 

our creative friends at the National Endowment for the Arts, 100 years for America’s Best Idea 
our National Park Service, and 50 years for our very favorite law, the National Historic  
Preservation Act (NHPA)! Every one of these bills passed thanks to visionary efforts by citi-
zens and lawmakers who believed that in our society it is essential to support culture and the 
arts as part of our nation’s legacy. 

At MPA we are so grateful to the advocates of the 20th century for setting these important 
laws in place, and we are very proud to be advocates of the 21st century who defend those laws 
and look to build on them. In February, we always share our love of Montana with our friends 
and colleagues, and this month, let’s also remember that the reasons for preserving our history 
rest in these words from the NHPA: “The spirit and direction of the Nation are founded upon 
and reflected in its historic heritage...as a living part of our community... giving a sense of 
orientation to the American people.”  Happy Preservation 50!

Join us today! Members receive a one-year subscription to 
our Preserve Montana newsletter, notices of upcoming events, updates 
on statewide preservation issues, and discount admission to the Road 
Show and workshops throughout the year.
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Two More New Grants!

Montana has about 1,190 individual  
properties listed on the National Register of  
Historic Places and 207 historic districts. 

Note from the Director

MPA is overjoyed to announce two 
more grants to add to our list of 
grants we received in the fall! A 

$50,000 grant from the 1772 Foundation will 
start a new MPA revolving fund in which to 
perpetually save threatened historic properties.

The 1772 funds will kickstart rehabiliata-
tion work on the Broadway Apartments in  
Lewistown. Once the building is stable, MPA 
will market the building to a new developer. 
Proceeds from that sale will then be used to 
purchase and repair another threatened  
building. “We’ve been working toward this 
goal since 1987 and it’s so exciting to finally 
have the power to directly transform threat-
ened buildings,” said MPA Director, Chere Jiusto. 

Also, in December, MPA was awarded a $20,000 grant from the National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA) Art Works program to support creation of  
artwork for Reimagine Montana, a juried exhibition that 
will celebrate Montana’s National Parks, Historic Land-
marks, Trails and Monuments by reimagining signature 
places depicted by artists in the past.

Many historical places in Montana were first depicted 
by renowned artists such as Karl Bodmer, Charlie Russell, 
and Native American traditionalists. With a jury of  
accomplished artists and historians, MPA will select artists 
to create new works of art inspired by these same places. 
The resulting work will be on exhibit at a centrally located 
venue within or near to National Parks and historic land-
marks in Montana. For more information, please contact 
Chere Jiusto at chere@preservemontana.org. 

With a $50,000 grant from the 1772 Foundation, 
the Broadway Apartments will be rehabilitated 
sooner than later!
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(Happy Birthday, continued from page 1)

We are sad to report 
that Matt Morgan, 
MPA’s first Restora-

tion Director has moved on to a 
new adventure with our friends 
at A & E Architects in Missoula.  
Matt is an ace at all trades and 
a great team asset at MPA. 
Happily, we still plan to work 
closely with Matt to finish out 
active MPA projects through his 
position at A & E. Farewell Matt 
and all the best from the MPA 
crew! 

RestoreMT! Update

Each year, we update everyone on threats to outstanding  
historic places. Last February we listed 16 threatened  
historic properties and three property types in need of  

intervention. One year later, we are happy to report strong prog-
ress on a number of them, and much joy that all are still standing. 

Placer School, Winston – Foundation stones reinforced by MPA 
in September 2015; stabilization ongoing.

Havre Masonic Temple & Lodge – Rescued by Havre  
preservationist Mark Whitacre, redevelopment underway.

Broadway Apartments, Lewistown – Rescued by MPA, exterior 
clean up and safety fencing complete; $50,000 grant secured; 
construction planning underway.

Central School & 7th Ave. Gym, Helena – Helena School Board 
included both in a bond issue to improve all community schools, 
but the bond initiative was voted down. 

Story Mill Complex, Bozeman – Grounds around the mill under 
redevelopment by the Trust for Public Land. Mill buildings’ future 
still uncertain. 

Montana’s Rural Schoolhouses – With grant funds from the MT 
History Foundation five rural schools were stabilized and MPA 
volunteers/intern documented schoolhouses in eight counties. A 

generous grant from the MT 
Land and Title Foundation 
will continue the project. 

Montana’s Historic Barns– 
Twin Bridges’ famous 
three-story Doncaster round 
barn was remodeled for use 
an event space; the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service will 
begin rehabilitation of the 
Porter Barn (left) in Flathead 
County in 2016.

Best Wishes Matt Morgan

This year’s Road Show pulls out all the stops to celebrate 50 
years of historic preservation in  
Montana with a wide variety of tours in and around the Red Lodge 
area. MPA has even added a fourth day to the usual three-day con-
ference to accommodate more keynote speakers and all day tours. 
Tour highlights include: 

• Full-day and half-day tours exploring homesteading and ethnic 
heritage, Bearcreek and Smith Mine history, Custer National 
Forest history, prehistoric rock art and Native American history 
of the Pryor Mountains and the Second Crow Agency

• Beartooth Highway tours on antique Yellowstone Buses 
• Horse-drawn wagon and walking tours in Red Lodge
• Heritage tourism and downtown revitalization workshop
• Schoolhouse Preservation Workshop

Before and after touring, an impressive list of nationally known 
speakers bring dynamic viewpoints on preservation. Kimber Craine, 
Director of Program Initiatives, President’s Committee on the Arts 
and Humanities, Washington, D.C. will start the festivities with a 
talk on the impact of historic preservation over the last 50 years on 
cultural tourism. Dr. Carroll Van West, author of A Traveler’s  
Companion to Montana History will look back on 30 years of 
documenting Montana’s rural historic sites, with success stories and 
recommendations for the future. And, Barbara Pahl, Senior Vice 
President for Field Services, National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion will give her insights on why the preservation movement is 
vital to our nation’s well-being and how stewardship of public lands 
and rural places is essential to protect the great legacy of America’s 
past.  

For Road Show updates and registration information, please 
email Christine@preservemontana.org or visit,  
PreserveMontana.org/2016-road-show.

“There are simply remarkable places hidden in 
the rural corners of Montana. And thanks to the  
efforts of thousands of dedicated people, they have 
been preserved. The Road Show is a great way to  
celebrate all we have done in Montana to ensure that 
these places will be here for decades, and centuries, to 
come.”  ~ Christine Brown

Ride the Beartooth Highway in style on June 4.
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ABCs and 123s of Schoolhouse Preservation
June 4 at 9 am: Roscoe Community Center, Roscoe
Sept. 10, 120 Reeder’s Alley, Helena

Many school-
house owners dream 
of breathing new life 
into their building, but 
they just aren’t sure 
where to start or what 
to do next. This all-day 
workshop, funded by a 
grant from the Historic 
Preservation Education 
Fund, will address the 
basics of preserving 
small, rural schoolhouses. Participants will learn how to  
document and assess conditions, when to work with professionals 
or tackle hands-on do-it-yourself fix-ups, and how to find funding 
and volunteers. Lunch and a special tour of schoolhouses will be 
included.

The workshops will be taught by Matt Morgan,  A & E  
Architects, Pete Brown, MT State Historic Preservation Office, 
Kirby Matthew, retired US Forest Service Preservation Team 
leader, and Cathy Bickenheuser, current Forest Service Preser-
vation Team leader. Visit PreserveMontana.org/abc-workshop 
or call 406-457-2822 for more information. Registration begins 
mid-March.

A Preservation Revolution: Revolving Funds & 
Other Tools for Saving Historic Buildings
March 10, 2016, 1:30-4:00
Museums Association of MT Conference
Hotel Arvon, Father Oliver Room, Great Falls 

Join special guest Mary Anthony, Director of the 1772  
Foundation, for a workshop on revolving funds and 21st century 
approaches to preserving historic buildings. She’ll be joined 
by historic architect Lesley Gilmore, and Chere Jiusto of MPA, 
recent recipients of a 1772 grant of $50,000 for repair of the 
Broadway Apartments in Lewistown. 

As a bonus, registration will include a tour of the Hotel  
Arvon, Great Falls’ newest hotel in the city’s oldest building. 

Tour includes a 
visit to the wine 
snug (a former 
livery stable) and 
a sampler from 
the new Celtic 
Cowboy restaurant 
menu. Visit  
MontanaMuseums.
org for registration 
information.

NON PROFIT
US Postage

PAID
Helena, MT

Permit No. 243

New Workshops!


