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Montana Issue

MPA welcomes legislators 
from across the Treasure 
State to Helena during 

this 64th legislative session. With 
the business of the Legislature by 
now in full swing, there are many 
issues of interest to those who love 
Montana and look to see her  
heritage protected. Here’s a quick  
look at bills we’re watching.

SB264   Growing Montana’s Economy and Preserving Our Heritage -- Sen. Bob 
Keenan. In a state that relies on tourism, this bill represents a meaningful investment in 
the cherished places that are inextricably part of the Montana brand. The bill proposes to  
appropriate a greater portion of revenues from the bed tax and rental car tax to benefit  
tourism and heritage properties. Half of the new funds would be distributed to the MT 
Office of Tourism and the 21 travel regions and visitors bureaus. The other half would be 
invested in Montana’s tourism partners: State Parks, Historical Society, Heritage  
Commission, and the Arts Council. Also, for the first time ever a projected $450K 
would go for grants to support rehabilitation of heritage properties!
LC0632   Native Language Preservation Program -- Sen. Robyn Driscoll
LC0039   Encourage Native Language Immersion Schools -- Sen. Jonathan 
Windy Boy. A small appropriation in 2013 helped launch a number of successful  
native language preservation initiatives. These two bills will help tribes preserve 
their history and cultural heritage, and tie generations together.

HB 5    Provide for Infrastructure Development -- Rep. Jeff Wellborn. This 
large infrastructure spending bill will provide funds to repair, reroof, and rehab  

dozens of state properties including historic buildings on the Capitol Complex, the  
Original Governor’s Mansion and old Armory in Helena, as well as buildings at  
Bannack and Virginia City to name a few. It will also fund construction of a new  
Montana Heritage Center building to better house the cramped collections and staff of 
the Montana Historical Society, increase tourism, and encourage continued appreciation 
of Montana history.

Get more detailed information at www.PreserveMontana.org

We Love Montana!
Welcome 2015 Legislators!

PRESERVE  MT

Thank you so much to members of the 63rd legislature 
who voted for the new Women’s Mural in the Capitol. 
Extra special thanks to Sen. Diane Sands and former 
Sen. Lynda Moss for sponsoring and fundraising for it. 

We YMT
Feb 2015

SWEET

HOME



2

Join us today! Members receive a one-year subscription to our 
Preserve Montana newsletter, notices of upcoming events, updates on 
statewide preservation issues, and discount admission to workshops 
throughout the year.

name________________________ 

address______________________ 

state/zip_____________________ 

e-mail_______________________ 

Please make checks payable to: 
Montana Preservation Alliance,  

120 Reeder’s Alley, Helena, MT 59601 

Passionate for Preservation:
m Inseparable! $2500
m  True Love $1000
m  Perfect Match $ 500 
m  Meant To Be $ 250

Basic Membership:
m  Soul Mates $ 100
m  Sweethearts  $ 75
m  Going Steady $ 50 
m  Puppy Love $ 25

Dear Friends,

Every year in February we express our love for Montana’s historic  
landmark properties and put out a call to action for those at risk for 
demolition or neglect. Now more than ever we are energized to identify, 

document, and take action to save these amazing places. With Matt Morgan, 
our dedicated full-time Restoration Director and partners at MT State Parks and 
the Heritage Commission, we are more than ready to meet the  
challenge! And, with hopeful legislation (SB264) percolating through the 
committee rooms of the Capitol, the possibilities for breathing new life into 
Montana’s heritage properties is more promising than it has been in years.  
Do you Y Montana? We do!!

MPA
Chair
Jim McDonald, Missoula
Vice Chair 
Ellen Crain, Butte
Treasurer
Mary Oliver, Ennis

Directors
Stephenie Ambrose-Tubbs, Helena 
Charlotte Caldwell, Clyde Park
Dennis Deppmeier, Billings
Bob Ebinger, Livingston
Bob Hawks, Bozeman 
Mara-Gai Katz, Bozeman
Courtney McKee, Butte
Milo McLeod, Missoula
Marcia Pablo, Bozeman

Helena Staff
Chere Jiusto, Executive Director
Christine W. Brown, Newsletter Editor
Mike Sullivan, Finance Assistant
Matt Morgan, Restoration Director
Adonis Zamora Garzon, Office 

Assistant

NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Donate Online at www.PreserveMontana.org

JUNE 2-4, 2016
In Beautiful RED LODGE, MT

ABCs and 123s of One-Room Schools

     While we’re hatching plans to stabilize 
the Placer School (page 3 bottom), we’ve 
recently launched the Big Sky Schoolhouse 
Survey, a comprehensive statewide architec-
tural survey of Montana’s one- and two-room 
schoolhouses. With assistance from student 
interns and volunteers, our goal is to locate 
and document schoolhouses in every county, 
and actively restore those most threatened. 
Since November we’ve been compiling historical information on schoolhouses 
in each county and will have volunteers in the field this summer to locate and 
photo document schools that are still standing.  Through these efforts we hope 
to identify property owners who are interested in working with MPA to stabi-
lize and repair their school. Do you know of or own a threatened schoolhouse? 
Contact christine@preservemontana.org or call 406-457-2822. 

DO YOUYMT?

Collins School, near Loma

Using a combination of donated funds, 
community development block grants, 
and historic preservation tax credits, the 
historic Helena YWCA building will 
soon get a $2.5 million facelift. Yay!
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RestoreMT! Update
by Matt Morgan, Restoration Director

Montana’s Most Threatened Properties 

     While staying out of the cold, we’ve been planning 
and coordinating fair-weather work on our RestoreMT 
projects. Currently, we are working on stabilization 
plans for the Placer School outside of Winston (left), 
which includes wall repointing and stabilization, a 
new roof structure, and windows. Watch as the school 
goes from near ruin to near perfect! 
     We are also gearing up to head back to the Western 
Clay brickyard at the Archie Bray Foundation in Helena 
to continue work on the kilns and sheds. This summer 
we will have several interns repointing masonry,  
stabilizing shed walls, repairing the roof, and installing 
a cabling system to keep the kilns sound. We are excited 
to welcome back UPenn students, who will assist with 
our efforts to preserve this amazing site. 

One of our long-term goals at MPA is to retire 
our Threatened Properties Database. It’s an 
ambitious plan, but we know that the 350-

plus properties across our state threatened by deferred 
maintenance, demolition, neglect, or destructive  
redevelopment can be stabilized, rehabilitated, and 

reused. It takes open minds, creative financing, and 
sound policymaking. And, with new legislation  
percolating right now to fund an historic properties 
grant program (see SB 264, page 1), these cherished 
landmarks listed below and many more could be  
removed from our threatened list sooner than later! 

HELP BUILD OUR MASTER LIST! 
KNOW OF A THREATENED  

PROPERTY? CALL 406-457-2822

Montana’s Rural Schoolhouses
Placer School, Winston (photo below)
Montana’s Historic Barns
Havre Masonic Temple & Lodge, Havre
Ursuline Convent of the Sacred Heart, Miles City

Northern Pacific Depot, Miles City
Broadway Apartments, Lewistown 
Daly Mansion, Hamilton
Conrad Mansion, Kalispell
Central School & 7th Ave. Gym, Helena
Grizzly Gulch Lime Kilns, Helena
Hoosac Community Hall, Fergus Co.
Red Bridge, Columbia Falls
Story Mill Complex, Bozeman
Virginia City School, Virginia City

Roundup Central School, Roundup
 Montana’s Historic County Courthouses
Rainbow Dam Powerhouse, Great Falls 
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The State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) of the MT Historical Society 
is charged with many important jobs 
including tracking stewardship of the 
state’s historic properties and recognizing 
property owners or program directors for 
their tireless work to preserve Montana’s 
history and heritage.

Montana’s Shared Heritage is a bien-
nial report that provides an assessment of the current 
condition of state-owned historic properties and gives 
recommendations for continued state improvement. 
The August 2014 report states:

Overall there does appear to have been a 
downgrading of the condition of state-owned 
heritage properties between 2012 and 2014 
from “Excellent” to “Good” and from “Fair” 
to “Poor.” 

Of the 366 reported properties, 59.3% were listed as 
Satisfactory, and the remaining 41.7% were listed as 
Endangered, Threatened, or Watch properties. These 
numbers are about the same as in 2012, which shows 

The State of Preservation that the same properties are still suffering from  
deferred maintenance or neglect. Boosting the “Satis-
factory” list to 100% can be a reality through dedicated 
efforts by agencies to communicate their building 
priorities to SHPO and by legislative action to provide 
funding for better stewardship. 

In keeping with their  
mission to encourage  
preservation throughout the 
state, the SHPO highlights 
outstanding public and 
private stewards of heritage 
properties through their  
State Historic Preservation 
Awards. Every two years, 
awards are given for  
outstanding stewardship and dozens of National  
Register of Historic Places certificates are given to 
newly listed properties. The 2015 awardees were:

• Mark Whitacre & Erica Farmer,  
Havre Historic Post Office

• BLM & MSU-Bozeman, Project Archaeology
• Montana History Foundation
• Jefferson Local Dev., Borden’s Hotel, Whitehall

Havre Historic Post Office.  
Lt. Governor McLean, Marc  
Whitacre & Erica Farmer.


