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SAVED BY THE BELL
MPA Adopts Helena’s Baxendale Schoolhouse

Find out more at PreserveMontana.org

After three decades of helping owners across the 
state save endangered buildings, the Montana 
Preservation Alliance (MPA) will proudly adopt a 

school in need of a new owner. Marci and Bob Andersen, 
owners of the Wassweiler Steakhouse located on US Hwy 
12 on the edge of Helena, were looking for a sympathetic 
new owner for the 128-year-old white schoolhouse in 
their parking lot. After renovating the 1883 Wassweiler 
Inn and Bath House, parking was in short supply, and 
urgently needed so that patrons would no longer need to 
park out on busy Hwy 12, especially in winter. 

MPA Executive Director, Chere Jiusto and the MPA 
Board of Directors jumped in to rescue the school and 
find a compatible new location. By early October, it 
was clear that the best path to saving the building, was 
for MPA to accept and move it. With an estimate from 
Tamietti House Moving, MPA secured private donations 
and generous grants from the Harbaugh Foundation 
and the Montana History Foundation’s Emergency Grant 
program to cover the move. 

Just as important, MPA found a quiet new location 
for temporary placement of the schoolhouse through 
discussions with Helena’s Archie Bray Foundation for the 
Ceramic Arts and the Prickly Pear Land Trust. In early 
December, the school will make its way to a new location 
just 4 miles away where it will remain on beams until 
Spring, while MPA secures its permanent placement.
The Baxendale School is no stranger to getting picked 
up and moved. The school was built around 1890 
and located near the Holter sawmill at the Baxendale 
townsite. It was later moved closer to Highway 12 where 
it served as a school until 1943. From 1943 to the early 
1990s it served as the Baxendale Community Center. In 
1997, it moved again a short distance to the Wassweiler 
property and was part of an antiques shop. 

Over the winter, MPA will plan to restore the 
building to its original use – a classroom – and raise 
funds for a new foundation, roof, and utilities. The vision 
is to restore the Baxendale School to serve as MPA’s 
Montana Preservation Training Center, and to share its 
use with other partners and the greater community.

MPA will adopt the Baxendale Schoolhouse and 
move it to its new home in early December.

Schoolhouse Inventory  Update

 MPA staff, volunteers, and interns worked 
at a brisk pace finding and documenting 
historic rural schoolhouses in 2018. With 
20 counties nearly complete we are excited 
to keep moving next year. Volunteers in 
Flathead, Glacier, Teton, Pondera, Meagher, 
Gallatin, Jefferson, Broadwater, Phillips, 
Valley, and Dawson counties are well on 
their way to finishing up their schoolhouse 
sleuthing by mid-2019. 
   MPA seeks to complete all schoolhouse 
inventory and research statewide by the 
end of 2020, and cap it off with a traveling 
museum exhibit. Volunteers interested in 
photographing or researching schoolhouses 
in Eastern Montana are encouraged to 
contact Madeline Westrom at madeline@
preservemontana.org.
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  MPA Offers Revitalization Strategies in Four Rural Downtowns

We’re Thankful For . . .
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Onward & Upward with Downtown

MPA

Hobson Twins Stand Steady 
The new grassroots Pride of the Judith organization met their 
Phase 1 fundraising goal in early November to save the landmark 
Hobson elevators. The group raised $10,000 to seal up the 

buildings for the 
winter, secure a lease 
from the railroad, 
and purchase 
insurance. They 
will continue efforts 
to raise $20,000 to 
complete roof and 
siding repairs. Make 
a donation at http://
prideofthejudith.
com/donate.

Mai Wah Wins! 

Hats off to Main Street Uptown Butte!! Their efforts in the 
Partners in Preservation campaign with the National Trust and 
American Express put them among 11 Main Street towns to 
receive a share of $1.6 million in preservation funding. Main 
Street Uptown Butte will receive $130,000 to restore the south 
facade and roof of the Mai Wah Museum, formerly the Mai Wah 
Noodle Parlor and the Wah Chong Tai Co. mercantile.

As the leaves turned red and orange and fall winds blew in, MPA was busy traveling to 
meetings in White Sulphur Springs, Townsend, Augusta, and East Helena. Each meeting 
was well attended by interested community members, offering enthusiastic input and 

brilliant ideas regarding downtown historic preservation and revitalization needs in each town. 
From all that helpful input, MPA will focus on select buildings in each community, work with 
owners, and move forward with providing preservation options. Support from the Steele-Reese 
Foundation will make it possible for us to visit these communities with guest speakers on 
preservation finances and heritage tourism in the early part of 2019. 

Top, left to right: Union League Hall of America, White Sulphur Springs; Smith’s Place, East Helena. 
Bottom, left to right: Townsend Hardware Building; Mack General Merchandise, Augusta.
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Historic Barns
MPA continues to provide support to 
Montana PBS to produce a one-hour 
documentary about the history and 
preservation of Montana’s historic barns. 

Hidden Helena
MPA’s first-ever behind-the-scenes self-
guided tour of famous, infamous, and 
unknown downtown Helena buildings was  
a hit!! Many folks are calling for a round 
two, and rest assured, it’s in the works. 
Stay tuned!

2020 Road Show
MPA has already started working with 
contacts in White Sulphur Springs for the 
next Preservation Road Show. Meagher 
County is one of Montana’s original 
counties and is chock-full of heritage 
places  participants will visit during two 
days of immersive tours and talks. We’ll 
gather a herd of experts to accompany our 
adventure to places like Castle, Ringling, 
downtown White Sulphur Springs, Forest 
Service cabins, archaeological sites, 
depots, schoolhouses, and more.

Preserve Montana 2018 Update
The Latest News On Our Many Projects

Grace Methodist Church, Virginia City
MPA helped the Montana Heritage 
Commission (MHC) to secure a Save 
America’s Treasures grant for $200,000 
to restore Montana’s oldest Methodist 
Church. MHC will match this grant with 
funds from the MT Legislature, and start 
a full two-year restoration of the church in 
2019. The project will also be a platform 
for trainings on masonry and window 
restoration. 

Hotel Deer Lodge
SMA Architects, Helena and MPA are 
drawing up Preservation and Financial 
Feasibility options for this threatened 
historic hotel. Code analysis, cost 
projections, and building feasibility 
analysis are complete. Recommendations 
for redevelopment are coming soon.  

7th Ave Gym, Helena
The MPA/SMA team is also conducting a 
feasibility study for Helena’s 7th Ave Gym. 
The striking Renaissance Revival style gym 
originally served Central School, but with 
demolition and reconstruction of a new 
school in 2018-2019, the Helena School 
District hopes to find a new owner for the 
gym. Options and recommendations will 
soon be available.

Window Restoration, Terry, MT
MPA will repair 10 of 26 historic wood 
windows for the Evelyn Cameron Heritage 
Center through a grant from the Montana 
History Foundation. The windows will be 
restored in Helena this winter through an 
MPA hands-on training and restoration 
project. The remaining windows will be 
repaired later in 2019.

OUTREACH & 
EDUCATION

RESTORATION & 
TRAINING

DOCUMENTATION 
& 

INTERPRETATION

Paradise School
Under a USDA grant, MPA is creating a 
business plan for operating and sustaining 
the stately Paradise School, including 
architectural analysis for improvements to 
the building and site.

Bike Route/Heritage Property Study 
An exciting new project with Adventure 
Cycling and University of Montana tourism 
and recreation senior students will gather 
information on cyclist and building needs 
in rural areas, and map heritage properties 
along popular bicycling routes that have 
potential for reuse. Pairing the needs of 

cyclists with the hope to repurpose historic 
buildings is a win-win for small towns. 

White Sulphur Springs Inventory
Outreach staff completed an architectural 
inventory of downtown White Sulphur 
Springs with important grants from the 
MT History Foundation and the Steele 
Reese Foundation. Created with help 
from our friends at the Meagher County 
Historical Society, the site forms provide 
a wealth of information on the condition, 
history, and significance of a many 
downtown buildings.

LEARN   •    JOIN   •    DONATE               PRESERVEMONTANA.ORG
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We are delighted to officially 
welcome Madeline 
Westrom, our new Outreach 

Coordinator. Madie came to MPA as 
an intern in 2016, working on our Big 
Sky Schoolhouse Survey, and graduated 
in May with a degree in history from 
Carroll College. Her excellent efforts 
with the Schoolhouse Survey and bright 
new ideas for outreach and education 
efforts made it impossible to let her go. We are so excited 
to have her on board to assist with events, marketing, 
membership, and documentation projects. 

The New School
A warm welcome to Joe Warden and Ryan Wendel of 
Helena, new volunteers helping out with the Big Sky 
Schoolhouse Survey. Joe will hunt for schoolhouses in 
Broadwater County and Ryan will sleuth out historic 
schoolhouses in Jefferson County. Last but not least, we 
welcome history teacher Amber Llewellyn and the Glasgow 
High School History Club, who are already at work in 
Valley County finding and documenting schoolhouses.  
To volunteer at MPA, email or call Madeline Westrom at 
madeline@preservemontana.org or 406-457-2822. 

Upcoming Events
MPA HolidAy Tree TriMMing 
And AnnuAl MeeTing 
dec. 7,  3 PM To 5 PM 
120 reeder’s Alley, HelenA

Join MPA staff and board of 
directors for our annual holiday 
open house with holiday 
decorating and refreshments. 
We will also showcase our 
accomplishments of 2018, and 
elect new officers.  

PAinTing for PreservATion, dec. 7,  5:30 PM To 8 PM 
THe PAinTed PoT, 333 n. l AsT cHAnce gulcH, HelenA

It’s the perfect time of year to make a hand-painted gift AND 
help preserve historic Montana! Registration is $18 per person, 
plus your pottery item fee, and includes a delicious catered 
dinner from Murry’s 
Cafe!! The Painted Pot 
will generously donate a 
portion of the evening’s 
proceeds to MPA. 
Registration at Painted 
Pot required. Call (406) 
443-3799 to register. 

Preservation People

MPA NL Fall 2018.indd   4 11/28/2018   10:38:18 AM


