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Saving Your Treasured Places for 30 Years

SAVED

The passion to preserve historic buildings and places has been around in Montana a lot longer than 
30 years, but throughout 2017, MPA will celebrate our three decades of work to keep heritage 
buildings and cultural landscapes a strong and tangible part of our everyday lives. We’ve come 

a long way since 1987 and by continuing with our strong alliances, good planning and policy making, 
positive education and outreach, and outstanding hands-on 
rescue eff orts, we will proactively document, protect, and 
promote the preservation of your treasured historic places for 
many years to come. 
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A group of planners, architects, 
historians, and archaeologists create 
an organization that will “promote 
and popularize preservation, to make 
it a matter of choice, not chance.”

    Sweet Grass Hills, 
    near Chester

Milestones

Sacred Heart Convent,
   Miles City 

Th e National Trust gives MPA its 
highest honors for our work to save 
Virginia and Nevada cities

First Annual MPA Preservation 
Excellence Awards 

MPA releases its fi rst Most Endangered 
Historic Places list

Virginia City & Nevada City
 State Veterans’ Home, 

  Columbia Falls
Tenth Street Bridge, 
      Great Falls

Town of Ingomar
Cobblestone School, Absarokee

Superior School
Crail Ranch, Big Sky
Big Timber Carnegie
   Library
Story Mansion,   
   Bozeman
Labor Temple & Depot,   
   Red Lodge

 Willow Creek Church
Stillwater County Courthouse

  Boulder Administration    
     Building, Boulder
  Craig Bridge, Wolf Creek
  Libby High School

With a grant from the National Trust, 
Chere Jiusto becomes MPA’s fi rst, 
full-time Executive Director

Legislature allocates $20,000 for Study 
Commission on Historic & Cultural 
Properties

Eff orts to develop heritage tourism 
trails  in Southwest MT begin 2006
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MPA
Chair
Stephenie Ambrose-Tubbs,
     Helena
Vice Chair
Lucas Schad, Livingston
Treasurer
Mary Oliver, Ennis
Secretary
Bob Ebinger, Livingston

Directors
H. Rafael Chacon, Missoula
Ellen Crain, Butte
Alvaro Freyre, Helena
Lesley Gilmore, Gallatin Gateway 
Mara-Gai Katz, Bozeman
Jim McDonald, Missoula
Mary Murphy, Emigrant
Kathryn Sears Ore, Missoula
Marcia Pablo, Bozeman

Helena Staff 
Chere Jiusto, Executive Director
Christine W. Brown, Newsletter Editor
Dustin Kalanick, Restoration Director
Adonis Zamora, Offi  ce Assistant

Dear Friends,
Buildings and cultural places are the most tangible reminders of our history, and once they’re 
gone, they really are gone. Th at history might live on in a book or photo, but without that 
touchable, tangible presence, history and more importantly, relevance, fade completely. Th is 
is why 30 years ago MPA was founded to help stop the thoughtless destruction of Montana’s 
historic buildings and places. Without MPA, we might not have the unspoiled Sweet Grass 
Hills, rustic Virginia and Nevada Cities, the humble Sacred Heart Convent in Miles City, 
or the stately Story Mansion in Bozeman. Without MPA at the state legislature, $4 million 
in federal stimulus funding for historic preservation grants would have gone somewhere 
else. And without MPA, there would be no statewide voice in the ongoing pitched battles to 
save Missoula’s beloved Mercantile, and now, Montana’s only remaining Frank Lloyd Wright 
building, the Lockridge Medical Clinic in Whitefi sh.  And so, we celebrate our 30th year 
knowing we are needed today as much as ever. And we promise, we will continue to be the 
standard bearers in the preservation movement, so that in 30 or 130 years or more, the places 
that so eloquently convey the stories of Montana’s vibrant past will live on into the future.

From the Director

SAVEDMilestones
MPA expands its Most Endangered 
Places program and off ers Industrial 
Architecture grants

MPA and state legislators secure 
$4 million in federal stimulus funds 
for historic preservation projects

Hand Raised: Th e Barns of Montana 
book is released; Touchstone Training 
project launches

MPA and partners launch the 
MT Preservation Road Show

MPA launches the RestoreMT! 
program and hires a restoration 
director

MPA purchases the Broadway 
Apartments in Lewistown

Bair Family Museum, Martinsdale
Whaley Homestead, Stevensville
Great Falls Portage National 
    Historic Landmark
Original Mine Hoist House, Butte
Red Lodge Brewery/Cannery
St. Wenceslaus Church, Danvers
Great Northern Depot, Miles City
East Side School, Livingston
Green Meadow Ranch, Helena
A.B. Cook Silos, Broadwater 
County

Henneberry Homestead, Dillon
Big Arm School

Archie Bray Beehive Kilns, Helena

Placer School, Winston

30th Anniversary (continued from page 1)
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Club Moderne Will Rise Again

Though a devastating fi re ripped through the Club Moderne 
bar in Anaconda in October, the owners, the community, 
and preservationists are already hard at work organizing to 

repair and restore the beloved watering-hole as soon as possible. 
While fi re insurance will cover a good portion of the repairs, the 
owners are seeking funds to cover the cost of restoring the bar to 
its original 1930s Streamlined Moderne character.

 In October, MPA applied for an emergency grant from the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation to help off set the cost of 
restoration, and the owners are working with the State Historic 
Preservation Offi  ce and local fi nancial institutions to apply for 
Historic Preservation Tax Credits. 

Th e owners of the Club Moderne bar in Anaconda hope to restore 
the bar to its pre-fi re character. Photo by Carroll Van West.

Since 1987
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The Teslow Preservation Group (TPG) is thrilled to 
announce that construction will soon commence on 
the roof and high house portion of the Teslow grain 

elevator in Livingston, thanks to generous fi nancial support from 
Livingston citizens, key individuals, foundations, and a gift  and 
grant from the Hart Family Fund for Small Towns. Architect Ron 
Nemetz is leading the job.
     Putting a roof on the Teslow is a major milestone. Ten 
months ago the building was badly damaged and under threat of 
demolition. Th e TPG formed, halted demolition, and with help 
from MPA, raised suffi  cient 
funds to buy the building. 
While much fundraising and 
repair work remains to be 
done before the Teslow can be 
considered saved, this is worth 
celebrating!
            Also, news just 
arrived that the Montana 
Historical Society has selected 
TPG for a prestigious state 
historic preservation award 
for “outstanding historic 
preservation advocacy.” Only 
four groups have been selected 
across Montana for the bi-
annual award. Th e ceremony 
takes place January 20th, 2017.

Th e Next Generation of Great Saves
Broadway Building Sees Progress Decision Pending on Mercantile 

Teslow Elevator on the Mend!

MPA is ecstatic to report that 2016 saw major progress on 
the Broadway Building in Lewistown. Signifi cant steps 
were taken to make the site safer and a better neighbor 

-- and most importantly -- the collapsed rear wall area was infi lled 
and the building was 
weatherproofed. 

In addition, grant 
funding is in place to 
have a Preliminary 
Architectural Report 
(PAR) produced 
over the winter. Th e 
PAR will examine 
the best options 
for developing the 
building, investigate 
engineering issues, provide cost estimates, and outline a plan for 
proper preservation and restoration work.

MPA sends a huge thank you to the 1772 Foundation, the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation,  the City of Lewistown 
Planning Offi  ce, and Snowy Mountain Development Corp. for all 
their guidance and support on this most worthy journey.

Whitefi sh FLW Building Th reatened

When MPA heard news that the new owner of the  Frank 
Lloyd Wright building in Whitefi sh had submitted 
a request to demolish Montana’s only commercial 

building designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, we switched into high 
gear to get to the bottom of the situation. Aft er multiple calls and 
emails to the owner, the City of Whitefi sh Planning Offi  ce, and the 
Frank Lloyd Wright Conservancy, we were relieved when owner, 
Mick Ruis, announced plans to drop the redevelopment project 
that would have replaced the building with a three-story, mixed-
use commercial building. 

However, as of December 6, representatives for Mr. Ruis 
indicated he is exploring all options for the building including 
demolition, moving the building, or sale of the property. Photo by Seonaid B. Campbell

In September, Preserve Historic Missoula fi led an appeal of the 
Missoula City Council’s decision to overturn the decision of 
their Historic Preservation Commission to deny a demolition 

permit for the Missoula Mercantile. Missoula’s historic property 
demolition ordinance encourages compromise when iconic 
buildings like the Merc are threatened. Its clear there are concepts 
that would integrate a hotel with a preserved Mercantile. 

Th e movement to preserve and redevelop historic buildings 
is an international eff ort to preserve irreplaceable history, 
and weave it all into the fabric of a thriving economy. Today, 
Montana’s cachet is attracting developers looking for investment 
opportunities. Montana may seem like the next big, undervalued 
market to them. But to us, it is home. Tourists don’t fl y here 
to visit big box stores or fast food places -- they come for 
community, historic character, and eclecticism. People fl ock to 
destinations like Quebec City, Santa Fe, and Jackson Hole. Th ose 
cities know that preservation is smart business, and they have 
kept their past alive and their economies thriving. 

Travelers who come here love our slower pace and a chance to 
do it all – fl oat the river, ride mountain bikes, ski, and then stay at 
historic hotels, grab lunch in hometown cafes, and poke around 
in authentic downtown shops.  

Once the wrecking ball swings, there is no way to replace the 
Merc. District Court Judge Dusty Deschamps will soon rule the 
appeal, and meanwhile,  we thank Preserve Historic Missoula for 
standing fast. We hope at the end of the story, the Merc will still 
be there -- a cherished part of Montana for decades to come.
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MPA Annual Report 2016
We do a lot with a little! 

MPA hosted 110 people from across the state 
and nation at the 2016 MT Preservation 
Road Show (left) in Red Lodge. We immersed 
our lively group in the history, buildings, 
and landscapes of the Beartooth and Pryor 
Mountains regions, and celebrated 50 years of 
the National Preservation Act. MPA also held 
two schoolhouse preservation workshops 
(right). At each workshop, owners and caretakers 
learned the basics of diagnosing and getting 
started with their rehab projects.O
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MPA continued its close partnerships with the 
Western Center for Historic Preservation, 
Glacier National Park and Yellowstone 
National Park (right), and A&E Architects to 
train park employees in historic preservation. 
During the week-long, hands-on trainings, park 
maintenance staff learned to assess conditions, 
and apply best practices for historic preservation. 
Staff and interns continued work to stabilize 
deterioration at the Archie Bray beehive kilns 
and at the Placer School  (left) in Winston. MPA 
also prepared an Historic Structures Report on 
the Porter Barn in Flathead County.RE
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Throughout 2016, MPA fought courageously to 
save endangered buildings throughout Montana. 
Our intrepid Executive Director, Chere Jiusto, 
organized supporters, testifi ed at public hearings, 
and advocated relentlessly to save historic places. 
Endangered advocacy included:
• Missoula Mercantile
• Central School, Helena
• Central School, Roundup
• Tongue River Corridor
• Club Moderne, Anaconda
• Teslow Grain Elevator, Livingston
• Frank Lloyd Wright’s Lockridge building, 
             Whitefi sh

Since MPA started way back in the mid-1980s, we grew steadily at a 
manageable pace, and that’s been a key to our success. Our small and 
dedicated staff and board, along with many long-time members, donors, 

partners, volunteers, and interns helps us operate effi ciently and effectively, while 
expanding our reach year after year. We packed in an amazing amount of work in 
2016 -- from our stalwart advocacy to save the Missoula Mercantile, to our epic 
Road Show conference in Red Lodge, and on to our Herculean project to save 
the forlorn Broadway Apartments in Lewistown -- MPA has stretched our dollars 
and spread success stories across Montana to continue our efforts to change the 
fate of the Treasure State’s threatened landmark buildings. 

Adonis Dustin 

Chere Christine
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Advocacy

Technical Assistance

Documentation

Education

Revolving Fund

Restoration & Training

Administration

The Butte, MT: City of Many Nations project 
will enhance the record of ethnic experience 
in the city’s history. The MPA research team 
conducted interviews, fi eldwork, and research 
on the Chinese in German Gulch, African-
Americans in Butte, and Austrian-Italians in 
Brown’s Gulch. MPA’s Reimagine Montana 
project (left) sent six artists to fi ve of our 
state’s most historic places: Glacier National 
Park, Traveler’s Rest State Park, Upper Missouri 
Breaks National Monument, Virginia City, and 
Butte. Their new creations of old places will tour 
in 2017. Volunteers and interns working on the 
Big Sky Schoolhouse Survey (right) charged 
through 6 counties and began 5 more in our 
quest to document these icons of education.D
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After purchasing the Broadway Apartments in Lewistown 
in 2015, MPA moved quickly to establish a Revolving 
Fund with help from the 1772 Foundation. The fund will 
allow MPA to rescue, rehabilitate, and sell buildings.

2016 brought much progress on the Broadway 
Apartments including: 
• Site and public safety measures
• Draft Stabilization Report
• Public meeting
• Architectural/Engineering analysis on north wall
• Opening of shared alley
• Design and contract repair of collapsed area
• Site cleanup with student volunteers
• Attended real estate & revolving fund courses
• Attended Innovate MT Symposium
• Partnered with City of Lewistown and Snowy 

Mountain Development to procure $60,000 in grant 
funding for further work in 2017

REVOLVING FUND

Total Revenue
$359,500

Total Expenses
$358,800

10%

2016 FINANCIALS

$21,000
10%

$52,400
25%

$42,500
20%

$95,400
45%

Endowment   $500     Other  $1,800

$40,000 
11%

$185,000 
52%

$64,000 
18%

$12,000 
4%

$12,000 
3%

$11,000 
3%

$33,200 
9%

$18,000 , 5%

$82,300 
23%

$55,000 
15%

$95,500 
27%

$50,000 
14%

$44,500 
12%

$13,500 , 4%

Donations

Grants

Technical Assistance

Registrations

Sponsorships

Admin Fees

Temp Restricted

Projected through December 31, 2016
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7 Ways to Help Preserve MT!
1  GET INVOLVED at the local level. Attend a meeting of your 
local preservation commission, help out at your local museum, 
donate funds for a local preservation project, rehabilitate your 
historic home, business, or agricultural buildings.

2   VOLUNTEER at MPA. You don’t have to live in Helena. Send  
an email to christine@preservemontana.org. Tell us your skills 
and interests and we’ll match you up with one of our programs. 

3  DONATE to MPA today at 
www.PreserveMontana.org. 

4  CONTRIBUTE to the MPA 
Endowment. Major tax benefi ts apply. 
See article at right. 

5  GIFT MPA your gently used vehicle. We need an all-wheel 
drive fi eld vehicle and a heavy duty pick-up for our restoration 
team. Call 406-457-2822 to arrange a vehicle donation.

6  VISIT and SPREAD the word! If you love Montana’s historic 
places, visit them oft en, donate to them oft en, and tell your 
friends and family to visit and donate to MT’s treasured places.

7  LIVE and WORK in a historic building. Th e greenest, most 
interesting buildings are those that are already built. 

New MPA Endowment Fund
A Win-Win Way to Give 

We are proud to announce that MPA has started an endowment 
fund through the Montana Community Foundation. Th is new 
fund, once accumulated, will provide a stable foundation to 
sustain our good work for generations to come. 

WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME? 
While all donations to MPA are tax-deductible, a meaningful 
planned gift  to our endowment can translate to some serious 
savings on your tax bill. Th e Montana Endowment Tax 
Credit off ers a credit of 40% of a qualifying planned gift ’s 
federal charitable deduction, up to a maximum of $10,000, per 
year, per person. It also allows a credit of 20% of a gift ’s federal 
charitable deduction for a direct gift  by a qualifi ed business up 
to a maximum of $10,000 per year.

WHAT IS A PL ANNED GIFT?
Planned gift s are a way of giving that allows donors to 
maintain access to income during their lifetime, provide 
estate and tax planning tools, and build permanent wealth 
for Montana’s charities, nonprofi t organizations, and local 
community foundations. Th ings like gift  annuities, charitable 
trusts and some estate gift s all fall into this category. For more 
information, contact Nick Dietzen at nick@mtcf.org. or 
406-443-8313.


