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Inspiration, Innovation, Excellence
2014 MPA Excellence Award Recipients Wow Us Again

On September 17, MPA honored another 
outstanding group of preservation heroes during 
our annual Preservation Excellence Awards 
ceremony at the Montana Club in Helena. This 
group of exceptional people helped save a wide 

variety of buildings and objects, from barns and 
schools to downtown storefronts, log lodges, 
residences, and historic hardware. For more details 
on each recipient, please visit our website at www.
PreserveMontana.org/news/.

  Lisa Jourdan, Ekalaka Town Hall & Library

George Ainslie, Historic Iron Hardware

  Peggy Guccione, Butte’s Silver St. bungalows

 Save the Barns Committee, Draft Horse Barn

 Sharon Attebery, Outstanding Volunteer  Amy Sullivan (left), Outstanding Achievement

INSIDE

Page 2
From the Director
Preservation People
Calendar

 Page 3
Year in Review
Preservation Progress

page 4
Preservation Gifts
News from the Kilns



2

Dear Friends,
     Like so many things in life, it takes concentration, energy, and great dedication to stay 
focused on everyday details, and at the same time keep the big picture clear in our heads. 
As we look back, MPA’s 2014 accomplishments are impressive, as are the heroic efforts of 
others we honor in this issue. 
    The common thread throughout isi the deep commitment we all share to preserving 
Montana’s historic places. Without the tiny schoolhouses, homesteads, and barns, the 
tipi rings and rock art, and historic mines and power plants, Montana would look like 
everyplace else. So as we all go headlong into 2015 -- planning new projects, talking to 
legislators, writing grants, hammering, scraping and much more, we do it with the big 
picture in mind, and with the confidence that saving the past is the best thing for our 
future. 
     Stay warm and strong and have a lovely holiday season! 
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Note from the Director

A Tribute to Steve Brady
Preservation People

New Preservation Trainee at MPA!

Last month, the world of tribal preservation lost a 
great leader and friend.  Steve Brady, who passed 
away on October 18, was chair of the Northern 

Cheyenne Cultural Commission, and a tireless champion 
of preserving the culture and history of the Cheyenne 
people.  He worked to protect some of the most important 
historic sites in American history and left us an impressive 
legacy as the driving force behind creation of the Sand 
Creek Massacre National Historic Site in Colorado, as well 
as National Historic Landmark designations for Rosebud 
and Wolf Mountains Battlefields, Medicine Deer Rocks 
and the Big Horn Medicine Wheel.  Those of us who were 
lucky to have worked with Steve will always remember his 
warmth, humor, and dedication, and we will honor his 
memory for years to come.  

Upcoming Events!  
December 7, 12:30 or 3:30 pm, Story Mansion, Bozeman 
Victorian Holiday Tea 
 
January 7, 10 am to 3 pm, Montana State Capitol Rotunda 
Montana Association of Museums, Museum Day 
 
January 23, 2:30 pm, Myrna Loy Center, Helena 
Governor’s Historic Preservation Awards 
 
February 19, 3:00 pm, Montana State Capitol Rotunda 
Governor’s Humanities Awards 
 
March 12-15, Big Horn Resort, Billings 
Museums Association of Montana 2015 Conference

MPA welcomes Adonis 
Zamora, our new 
preservation trainee in the 
office. Adonis and his family 
are building a new life in 
Helena after leaving Cuba 
earlier this year. He came 
to MPA though the Career 
Training Institute and is 
improving his computer and 
preservation skills. His help 
with our Big Sky Schoolhouse 
Survey has greatly expanded 
our base of information on 
MT’s historic schools.

Steve Brady, right, with his brother 
Otto Braided Hair, was instrumental 
in the designation of the Rosebud 
and Wolf Mountains battlefields in 
Southeast MT as National Historic 
Landmarks.  



3

2014 MPA Year In Review Preservation in Progress
Big Elk School Gets A Lift 

Levitating above the landscape, 
the Big Elk School near Two 
Dot got a lift this past summer 
as it waited on jacks for a new 
foundation. Thanks to a grant 
from the Montana History 
Foundation’s Preserve Montana 
Fund, the Big Elk School will 
soon enjoy a new lease on life.

Rebirth in Whitehall

   More than a dozen 
workers are putting the 
finishing touches on the 
historic Borden’s Hotel in 
Whitehall, and new tenants 
will move in in early 2015. 
Jefferson Local Development 
(JLDC) bought the vacant 
and deteriorating building in 2013. Very careful work to preserve 
its historic character and modernize its systems has gone forward 
throughout 2014. When complete, the building will house nine 
apartments, JLDC, the Jefferson County Extension Office, and 
two yet to be determined businesses.  
    The hubbub around Borden’s seems to be contagious. The 
commercial/residential building next door is being remodeled  
and a Family Dollar store a few doors down will open soon. Just 
outside town in the Golden Sunlight Business Park, the offices 
of LGT, a British wind energy company just opened. Also, JLDC 
has just completed a feasibility study to bring in data center 
companies at the business park. Hooray for Whitehall! 

New Roof for Bozeman NP Depot 

   Big kudos and applause go to Montana Rail Link (MRL) 
for investing in a new roof on the Northern Pacific Depot in 
Bozeman! The depot will enjoy its first dry winter in years. The 
last new roof was installed in 1958 and was leaking badly and 
jeopardizing the stuctural integrity of the building. The North 
East Urban Renewal Board and the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation helped fund a structural analysis of the building 
in 2013, which proved the Depot worthy of adaptive reuse and 
convinced MRL that preventing further water damage was 
worthwhile as they explore options for private reinvestment and 
adaptive reuse of the building.  

 Z Too Much To Fit In One Column! Here goes . . .

m Letters, meetings, research, calling, and spreading the word 
to save Central School, Helena, Mills Hall, Helena, and more. 

Restore MT!

m Reviving industrial heritage at Western Clay Mfg. in Helena
m Hands-on training in Yellowstone National Park 
m Consulting with owners of historic one- and two-room schools

Documentation

m Montana: Land of Many Nations Ethnic Atlas
m Society of Architectural Historians: 100 Montana Buildings
m Big Creek Ranger Station National Register Listing 
m Swift Current Bridge Historic American Engineering Record
m Montana Battlefields Documentation

Advocacy

Outreach & Education

m Montana Preservation Road Show in Lewistown
m Of Sage & Stone, SW MT Heritage Tourism Website & App
m Yellowstone National Park Parkitecture Tour
m Yellowstone Preservation & Stewardship Conference
m Preservation Excellence Awards
m Big Sky Schoolhouse Survey
m Visions & Voices: Montana’s One-Room Schoolhouses reprint

We pack a lot into one year! Whether we’re in the office working 
away or out in the field teaching, recording, and repairing, we never 
lose site of our mission to preserve Montana’s historic buildings and 
places.
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The Gift of Preservation
Purchase these excellent preservation books online at  
www.preservemontana.org/store or at your local bookstore. 

Visions & Voices: Montana’s One-Room Schoolhouses by 
Charlotte Caldwell, Second Printing. Hardcover, $50.  
 
The first printing sold out in no 
time, so now’s the time to get the 
revised second printing before it 
sells out too! These compelling 
stories and photos of Montana’s one-
room schoolhouses are the perfect 
gift for any Montana history lover, 
especially teachers! 

Hand Raised: The Barns of Montana  
by Chere Jiusto & Christine Brown. Softcover, $28. 
 
With more than 300 pages of 
breathtaking photographs and 
inspiring stories of Montana’s 
agricultural history, Hand Raised 
recognizes these invaluable 
buildings, encourages their 
preservation, and honors the 
ranch families that built them.
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Taking the Heat Off

A flurry of activity has taken 
place this year in the 
Western Clay brickyard 

at the Archie Bray Foundation in 
Helena to stabilize deterioration on 
Kiln 7. Restoration Director Matt 
Morgan and volunteers repaired the 
deteriorated wall sections and one-
third of the parapet at the roofline 
in preparation for a new membrane 
roof to be installed in Spring 2015. 
The adjacent sheds will also see 
freshly milled roof boards next year.

In August, conservators Paul 
Mardikian and Claudia Chemello 
returned to work on the metal bands 
that hug the kiln walls. These bands 
were corroded and deteriorated, but 
with help from Paul and Claudia, MPA staff, and volunteers, the 
metalwork was brought back to life through mechanical scrubbing 
and treatment.

In the fall, Matt Morgan also installed brackets and fasteners 
on the sheds to provide much needed structural stability. He and 
Adonis Zamora put in many hours clearing debris and vegetation 
to expose the original brick pavers surrounding the kiln area. We 
are so grateful to our volunteers and all at the Archie Bray for 
working with us to preserve this piece of rare industrial history!

Volunteer Alix Kress (front) 
and Paul Mardikian work 
to stabilize sections of metal 
roofing on Kiln 7.

2012 High Plains Book 
Award for Best Nonfiction!

MT Book selection at the 
National Book Festival!


