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 MONTANA HISTORIC PROPERTY RECORD 
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PO Box 201202, 1410 8th Ave 
Helena, MT  59620-1202 

 

Property Address:   

City/Town:   

Historic Address (if applicable): 

 

Site Number:   

(An historic district number may also apply.) 

County:  

 

Historic Name:   

Original Owner(s):   

Current Ownership      Private    Public 

Current Property Name:   

Owner(s):   

Owner Address:   

Phone:                 

 

Legal Location 

 

PM:  Montana    Township:       Range:   

      ¼          ¼          ¼  of Section:        

Lot(s):   

Block(s):   

Addition:      Year of Addition:   

USGS Quad Name:           Year:   

 

Historic Use:   

Current Use:   

Construction Date:              Estimated       Actual 

X Original Location       Moved   Date Moved:        

 

UTM Reference           www.nris.mt.gov/topofinder2 

 

 NAD 27  or   NAD 83(preferred)       

 

Zone:           Easting:           Northing:        

 

National Register of Historic Places 

NRHP Listing Date:        

Historic District:        

NRHP  Eligible:   Yes    No 

 

Date of this document:        

Form Prepared by:        

Address:        

Daytime Phone:        

 

MT SHPO USE ONLY 

Eligible for NRHP:  □ yes    □ no                   

Criteria:  □ A    □ B    □ C    □ D 

Date:                                  

Evaluator: 

 

Comments:   

 

http://nris.mt.gov/topofinder2/default.asp


 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:  

FOUNDATION:  

 

 

WALLS/SIDING: 

 

 

 

WINDOWS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOORS: (include location/door type/material) 

 

 

 

 

 

ROOF TYPE: (hip, gable, etc.) 

 

 

ROOF CLADDING: (Tar shingle, wood shingle, metal, etc.) 

 



 

 

OTHER SPECIAL FEATURES: (chimney, bell tower, vestibule, flag pole, decorative millwork, signage, etc)  

 

 

 

OTHER BUILDINGS: (Outhouse, teacherage, stables, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTOS: Label on the form what the image is of (i.e. West facing elevation, main entrance, bell tower)

 

PHOTO 1: 

 

PHOTO 2: 

 

PHOTO 3: 

 

PHOTO 4:  

 

PHOTO 5: 

 

PHOTO 6: 



SKETCH MAP: Draw a simple map of how to get to the schoolhouse from the nearest main road 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY: (attach additional sheets, photos, photocopies) 



Contacting & Visiting Schoolhouse Owners 

Step 1: Find the Owner 

Montana Digital Atlas 

https://mslservices.mt.gov/geographic_information/applications/digitalatlas/  

When using this link you will be brought to a page with a map and several options in the upper right-hand corner and 

along the right-hand side of the map image. Click “Select Map Layers” and chose “Cadastral” or “Owner Parcel.” Type in 

the schoolhouse location (if you do not have the exact street address you may have to use the latitude & longitude 

points which can easily be generated from Google maps), this search will allow you to see who owns the property you 

are looking to contact. Generally speaking, it is easiest to use “NAIP 2017” or a similar satellite image as your “Base 

Map.” This way you can see exactly which building you are looking for on the map image (much like in Google maps).  

Once you can see the schoolhouse you are looking for click on the building (a green X will let you know you have 

selected it) and click “Generate Report” on the right-hand side of your screen. This will bring up owner information 

below the map. Use these details in the next step. 

Step 2: Contact the Owners 

White Pages 

https://www.whitepages.com/  

Enter the owner name you have just generated from the Montana Digital Atlas and the closest town (this may be 

challenging in deeply rural areas). The website will bring up the address and contact information for you. Use this to 

begin making calls about the whereabouts of your schoolhouses. If you reach the owner of a schoolhouse please record 

the contact info and address in Fulcrum or on your paper records. 

Have a brief conversation with the owner explaining the survey and what you are looking for. If you need assistance with 

this task refer to the “Big Sky Schoolhouse 2015 Flyer” and “Big Sky Schoolhouse Survey Guidelines” provided for you in 

your volunteer packet. Once you have established that the school IS on the property ask about the condition and 

whether or not they would be comfortable emailing the MPA photos of the building (in some cases this can eliminate 

the need for a visit). Note the willingness to participate and offer information in Fulcrum or on your paper records for 

future volunteers. If the schoolhouse is not on the property you have contacted ask if they know whom you should 

speak to about locating it and take down any contact information they can offer. 

Step 3: Visiting Owners 

Always be ready to record information while you are visiting (take your tablet for Fulcrum application or a paper copy). 

Ask politely if you may take photos of the building and explain that this helps the MPA determine the integrity of the 

building. If they are particularly hesitant offer a copy of the Montana Heritage Foundation grant opportunities and let 

them know our staff can help them apply. If the school is deep within their property or difficult to find ask for EXACT 

directions or invite them to join you in the documentation process. Finally, record any history or information that the 

owner has to offer. Thank them for their time and let them know they may contact our offices with any questions or 

concerns. 

https://mslservices.mt.gov/geographic_information/applications/digitalatlas/
https://www.whitepages.com/


Fulcrum Application Use 

The use of a digital application takes hours of data entry off our hands once a county has been 

surveyed. Instead of having to retype all of the information you have collected into our system, the 

Fulcrum application allows us to simply export what you enter into our own database. It is organized 

very much like our paper documentation sheet and can be used on your computer or phone even 

without cell service or Wi-Fi. We realize that documenting in the field using a hand held device isn’t 

realistic for everyone and we have therefore included two different ways to accomplish the same task. 

Just follow the steps below to complete the process in whichever way works best for you.   

Log In Information 

Email (Username): madeline@preservemontana.org 

Password: 123MpA123 (case sensitive)  

Tablet 

1. Open the Fulcrum App 

2. Press the blue circle with a plus icon in the center in the lower right and corner 

3. Fill out as much as you can in as much detail as possible (you may need to refer to the photos 

you took for a more complete entry). 

4. The system may say that a certain box must be filled to complete the entry, for example it may 

ask for a description of a chimney when the building has none. Please just enter “NA” or just 

“Save Draft” when the error message comes up.   

5. Once all of the information has been entered press the grey check mark in the upper right-hand corner. 

6. IMPORTANT! Once you have returned to a place where you have cell service or Wi-Fi you need 

to go back into the app and find the page where the schoolhouses are listed (refer to steps 1 

and 2). Once you have arrived at that page, press the red button composed of two circular 

arrows in the upper right-hand corner to must sure that all of the data you have entered is 

synced to our online system. 

 

Phone (Via the Fulcrum App)  

1.  Sign in using the Username and Password provided above to sign in. 

2. Once you enter the site click on the “Big Sky Schoolhouse Survey” and this will bring you to a list of all the 

schoolhouse entries in the system. 

3. Press the red plus button in the very bottom right hand corner and it will bring up a new entry form which 

can be completed in the field without cell service or Wi-Fi. 

mailto:madeline@preservemontana.org


4. Fill out as much as you can in as much detail as possible (you may need to refer to the photos 

you took for a more complete entry). 

5. The system may say that a certain box must be filled to complete the entry, for example it may 

ask for a description of a chimney when the building has none. Please just enter “NA” or just 

“Save Draft” when the error message comes up.   

6. Once you have entered all the information you can select the “Save” button in the upper right 

hand corner. 

7. IMPORTANT! Once you have returned to a place where you have cell service or wifi you need 

to go back into the app and find the page where the schoolhouses are listed (refer to steps 1 

and 2). Once you have arrived at that page, press the red button composed of two circular 

arrows in the upper right hand  corner to must sure that all of the data you have entered is 

synced to our online system. 

Computer  

1. Go to https://web.fulcrumapp.com/users/sign_in?_ga=2.62646697.460189803.1525881318-

1648492792.1525881318&_gac=1.93724143.1525881318.Cj0KCQjwuMrXBRC_ARIsALWZrIgDJ

KZAArGVCvGoRca4mqq5HuwHW1SxzulXQjx4VvWibzqnNtoj6TcaAvV0EALw_wcB 

2. Use the Username and Password provided above to sign in. 

3. Once you enter the site click on the “Big Sky Schoolhouse Survey” and it will take you to an 

administration page. On the left hand side below the map there are several options, click on 

"Records." 

4. This will bring you to the spreadsheet full of data on the schoolhouses already in the database, 

you can ignore this unless you are editing or adding to a pre-existing entry for a schoolhouse. 

5. In the very top right hand corner of this page is a little green plus sign with a circle around it. 

Click on the circle and it will bring up a new entry window for you to type all of your 

information into for a given schoolhouse. 

6. Fill out as much as you can in as much detail as possible (you may need to refer to the photos 

you took for a more complete entry). 

7. The system may say that a certain box must be filled to complete the entry, for example it may 

ask for a description of a chimney when the building has none. Please just enter “NA” and if you 

have further difficulty feel free to contact our office at 406-457-2822. 

8. When all of the info is entered, click the green check mark in the top right hand corner of the 

window and this will save all your work. 

9. Once you have completed your entry or entries sign out. 

 



Schoolhouse Contact 

County: 

Contact Name (And Title if Relevant): 

Phone Number: 

Email: 

Physical Address: 

Meeting Date/Next Contact: 

 

Valuable Information: 

 



Big Sky Schoolhouse Survey 

Knowledgeable Personnel Interview Questions 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Can you describe the outside of the school as it looked during your attendance?  Can you remember if it 

was wood, stone, brick? Paint? Paint color? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

2. Was there a bell tower or just a bell?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Any interesting decorations? (Porch railing, brick work, window sills, etc.) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What was the overall condition during your attendance?   

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Do you know who built the school?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Was the school ever moved? When and to where? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How far did you walk or ride to school? Did your fellow classmates and teachers walk or ride? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



8. Did you sometimes get a ride to school or walk with others?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Was it a 9-month school from Sept. to June? If not when did it operate? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

10. What was the inside of the schoolhouse like during your attendance? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Was there enough room for all the students? Enough desks? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Was it always warm and dry or sometimes cold and damp? Did it ever get too hot? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Did the school have indoor plumbing? Do you remember when it got indoor plumbing? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Did the school ever close for bad weather? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Did the school ever close for wide spread sickness? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



16. Do you remember how each day started? How it ended? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. Did everyone bring a sack lunch? What was in it? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. Was there a playground? What kind of equipment did it have? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. If not, how did you spend your time at recess?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

20. Did the teacher live on school property, or with a family nearby? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Did you have the same teacher year after year, or several different teachers? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Did all the kids get along well? Any memorable fights? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. How did teachers handle bad behavior? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



24. Did the school have holiday programs every year? Which holidays? (i.e. Christmas, Halloween, 

Thanksgiving?) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. Did you have lots of homework? More than kids today or less? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. (If school is closed/vacant) What year did the school close down for good? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. Do you remember how people felt when the school closed? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Phillips County Schoolhouse Research Resources 

Yesteryears and Pioneers 

https://mtmemory.org/digital/collection/p15018coll43/id/8125/rec/5 

A detailed record of the schools in Phillips County, including pictures, stories, related facts, newspaper clippings, 

chronologies, and maps, with index 

Map of Phillips County, Montana 

https://mtmemory.org/digital/collection/p15018coll5/id/708| 

Shows roads, post offices, schools, rivers, railroads, ranches. Includes legend.; "Approved by county commissioners H.S. 

Whitcomb, chairman, W.D. Miller, I.A. Neibaur." 

Phillips County Museum 

431 US-2, Malta, MT 59538 

406-654-1037 

http://phillipscountymuseum.org/ 

Phillips County Library 

10 South 4th St East, Malta, MT 59538 

Library Director - Janeen Brookie 

(406) 654-2407 

Phillips County Superintendent of Schools 

Darlene Kolczak 

(406) 654-2010 

superintendent@phillipscounty.mt.gov 

Other Possible Resources 

Landusky Foundation - hheppner@hotmail.com  

Sleeping Buffalo Resort, Saco 

Map Creation & Documentation Resources 

Google Maps 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DXB1tSbOdslJYv1Kigp4LqC1WwLdBLi_&usp=sharing 

Fulcrum Application 

https://web.fulcrumapp.com/users/sign_in?_ga=2.95160159.252589452.1555439621-566042633.1548359282 

Survey & Procedural Questions 

Madie Westrom, Outreach Coordination 

Montana Preservation Alliance 

Email: madeline@preservemontana.org 

Office: 406-457-2822 

Cell: 425-381-3700 

 

 

https://mtmemory.org/digital/collection/p15018coll43/id/8125/rec/5
https://mtmemory.org/digital/collection/p15018coll5/id/708
http://phillipscountymuseum.org/
mailto:superintendent@phillipscounty.mt.gov
mailto:hheppner@hotmail.com
https://web.fulcrumapp.com/users/sign_in?_ga=2.95160159.252589452.1555439621-566042633.1548359282
mailto:madeline@preservemontana.org
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